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Abstract

I. Background and Objective

[ ] Institutionalization of democracy or deepening democracy requires
the internalization of the ‘democratic citizenship’ as an informal

system.

[ ] Otherwise, the costs for the resolution of public conflicts
might be too great and the system of representative democracy

could not function properly.

[ ] In Korea, nowadays, there emerges a new generation that did
not experience the democratization of the mid-1980s. They
have a great influence on the social and political issues, which
means that it is a very urgent task to help them form their

political values.

[ ] North Korean residents in South Korea need to learn how to

live in a democratic system for their stable adaptation.

[ ] Faced with the great challenges of social and political integration,
Korea has to develop the systematic political education for a
sustainable democracy in the increasingly multi-cultural society

and for the future national unification.



[ ] Thus, the system and methods of civic education relevant to
Korea should be devised through looking at the global trends
of civic education and finding its implications in order to

institutionalize civic education in Korea.

II. Main Contents

[] Definition and importance of civic education

- The concept of civic education(also called democratic citizenship
education, political education) has diverse meanings, depending on

the point of view country by country.

- Civic education is a whole process in which citizens learn at
home, in the school and in the community in order to be
responsible and effective political actors as a sovereign who have
the knowledge of political phenomena in the community and the

state, and the skills and attitudes of political participation.

- Developing democratic citizenship and civic virtues, and inspiring
the respect for law, and therefore building the foundation of
democracy and the rule of law, civic education enables a citizen
to build up himself according to his own reason; the society to
address effectively the public conflict and enhance the social

integration; ultimately the country to keep the sustainable development.
[] Global trends in civic education

- UK: Government has an initiative to organize a national curriculum

of civic education in the schools. Civic education for youth in the



United Kingdom over the long term has changed their attitude,
adherence and efficacy. Among the factors of this changes, e.g.
juvenile age, growth background, preconceived notions about
citizenship etc., the most important ones are the form, time, and

duration of civic education.

USA: Civic education are done autonomously by various institutions
because there are neither federal nor state institutions in charge of
it. Therefore a cooperation among many institutions is of great
importance. Civic education in the United States is being conducted
through the systematic support of the civil society for the school

and vice versa.

France: Civic education(Education civiqgue) has been recognized as
a formal course in the middle- and the high school since the
mid-1980s. The institutionalization of a systematic civic education
in France has a shorter history than in Germany and in the
United States. Today, through curriculum changes, French civic
education aims to raise citizens not only of the Republic of

France but also of the global community.

Germany: Systematical political education at the national level was
possible thanks to a bipartisan consensus between the main political
parties of overcoming the Nazi system and democratizing the German
Society. Thus, the content and operation of political education
could keep a neutral point of view politically. German political
education under the leadership of the state has helped the people
of Germany learn how to assert their political and social rights
and do their duties in the public life, resulting in the construction

of civic culture and the consolidation of democracy.



- Sweden: In the late 19th century and early 20th century, a strong
social movement emerged which propagated ideas through adult
education(folkbildning) in various forms by many civic organi-
zations and study associations. These learning groups in charge of
civic education have been the alternative means to such formal
institutions as adult education in the community and college

courses.

- Japan: The focus and content of citizenship education in Japan
have been varied with the changes of the times. Citizenship
education after the World War II was focused on the role
(activities) of every citizen in the community. It gradually laid a
stress on geography, history and society necessary for living as a
citizen of Japan, and later reached to the cultivation of the skills
and the abilities for the public life. But the actual content of
civic education in Japan emphasize the good of the community

more than that of the individuals.

- Emerging democracies: Civic Education in emerging democracies
has been developed largely with the support of the international
organizations. The effect of civic education appears to be better
than in the advanced democracies. It is known that the students
in emerging democratic countries who have little knowledge about
the concept of democracy are significantly affected by teachers’

personality and teaching methods.



[] Suggestions for democratic citizenship education in Korea

- Institutionalization of civic education should be based upon

democratic principles, values and spirit of the Constitutional law,

and the nature of (civil) education.

- The primary goal of civic education is to develop 'good citizenship'
and 'active citizenship' necessary for a democratic community and
state. While confirming the basic principles of democratic civic
education, or in the legislative process on it, all civil society and
political parties are allowed to participate. Educational environments

should also be democratized.

- The values and spirit of the Constitution should be pursued in
civic education. Government is responsible for civic education at
the national level and should support the costs of civic education.
In addition, the political neutrality of education and especially the

political impartiality of education should be kept carefully.

- Civic education should be systematic and comprehensive, which
can be possible in the cooperation among schools and other

organizations.

- A strategic step-by-step approach is required for the institutionali-
zation of civic education in Korea. On the principle of voluntary,
it will be more effective to start with a pilot program targeting

voluntary participants who are interested in civic education.

- Civic education aims to build up the citizens capable of developing

democracy. Civic virtues as the qualities of a good citizen vary



from time to time. Therefore fundamental civic virtues of our
days are to be identified and internalized, among which are
tolerance, public-spiritedness(civic mindedness), and willingness to

participation.

II. Expected Effect

[ ] Usefulness as the basic materials for the definition of democratic

institutionalization and the development of its methodology

[ ] Providing the contents of democracy through conceptualizing

civic virtues

[ ] Availability for legislation on effective democratic citizenship

education

[ ] Providing a momentum for establishing the infrastructure of

democratic citizenship education

» Key Words : civic(citizenship) education, education for democratic
citizenship, political education, civic virtue, institu-

tionalization of democracy
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