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Abstract

Deep ocean water is a gift of nature for the 21st century.
It has been recognized as natural resources with great value
and thus, there have been many efforts to utilize it 1in
various areas. In other countries, the development of deep
ocean water 1s already in the stage of practical use in the
areas such as marine and agricultural products, foods, medical
supplies,  beauty  supplies, drinking  water, and energy. In
Korea, the exploitation of deep ocean water in East Sea has
been begun recently but, deep ocean water for the purpose
of drinking cannot be imported under current Korean laws.

Under the circumstances, the purpose of this paper 1is to
prevent reckless development, msure safe and valuable
use, and provide legal and administrative support for the
future development and utilization of sustainable deep ocean
water in Korea.

This paper 1s dealing with deep ocean water which has
been recognized as natural resources for our future.

First, this paper explains the concepts and features of
deep ocean water. Although the definition of deep ocean
water varies, the meaning of deep ocean water in this paper
is sea water below 200 meters under the sea level. Since
deep ocean water 1is below 200 meters under the sea level,
it is sustainable natural resources. Also, it is clean, eutrophic,
cold, and stable.

Then, this paper reviews current situation in the development
of deep ocean water by Hawaii in the United States and

Japan which are leading countries in the development of



deep ocean water.

Presently, the laws related to deep ocean water are
insufficient in Korea. This paper reviews the present condition
of related legal system and the problems in the current
laws, and suggests ways to improve current legal system.

Although the development of deep ocean water has long
been started before in other countries, their laws related
to deep ocean water are insufficient as well. They have not
felt any need to make independent law for the development
of deep ocean water considering that the current legal
system 1s sufficient. This paper attaches other countries’
contracts and regulations regarding deep ocean water for

reference.

¥ Key Word : deep ocean water, sea water, public waters, fishery

right, Framework Act on Marine Fishery, Food Sanitation

Act
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