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Abstract

The Compensation for Damage Law of North Korea which was
adopted in 2001 and amended in 2005, is regarded as significant progress
in protecting property and human rights in North Korea. The Compen-
sation for Damage Law is a special law of the Civil Law, concretizing
compensation system for damage due to an unlawful act in the Civil
Law of North Korea and supplementing defects in it.

But, in the case of North Korea based on the socialist ownership
structures, most of properties are possessed by a nation and social collective
organizations, and the range of private possession is extremely limited.
Reflecting this kind of characteristics in North Korea, as administrative
agencies can be a concerning party for compensation for damage or intervene
in the process of calculating the amount of compensation for damage, the
Compensation for Damage Law has the character as an administrative law
besides the one as a civil law.

Through the study on the Compensation for Damage Law and its relating
law system, this report reviews the change of property right system in
North Korea, its real aspect of protection, and its prospect. Even though
North Korean law system is co-owning the typical characteristics of
socialist law system like the nationalization of production means and the
ambiguity in discriminating between public law and private law, recent
opening policy of its economy brings significant changes in the basic
structure. So, this report also reviews the present and prospect of North
Korean economic reform, and analyzes the influences on the economic

cooperation between South and North Korea in the future.



Further more, as the possibility of civil liability cases between South
and North Korean parties occurred is gradually increasing if considering
the recent situations that the economic cooperation between South and
North through North Korean special economic zones is activated and
various kinds of human and material exchange are dramatically increasing,

reviews on such a legal aspect and alternatives are groped.

% Key Words: compensation for damage, unlawful act, economic
cooperation, special economic zone, civil liability,

Civil Law of North Korea
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