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Abstract

I . Background and Purpose

[] Background of the Study

O North Korean laws have experienced big change since the establish-
ment of Kim Jung-Il regime and the opening of its economy in the

1990s.

- The main stream of the change is an introduction of capitalist

market-economy factors getting out of the socialist law system.

- One of such trends is that the observance of international agreements
or global standards was expressly stipulated in the whole laws

and global standards were substantially reflected in the provisions.

O Especially, such a trend is notable in the departments performing
more international contacts and exchange like the finance, the
intellectual property, the international economic cooperation, the

environment, the health care and medical service etc.

O The study on the internationalization of North Korean laws analyzes

the overall social change and the legal change.

- This study is very important not only in prospecting future
aspects of the opening of the North Korean economy but for the
easing tensions between North and South Korea and the peaceful

coexistence.



[ ] Purpose of the Study

O The study on the internationalization of North Korean laws analyzes
the present condition and the real aspect of the overall legal

change in North Korea.

- Through this, the study aims contributing in developing the inter-
Korean relationship, and systemically exploring the long-term

methods preparing the Korean unification.

II. Main Contents

[] North Korean Legal System and Internationalization

O The Ideology of Socialist Law and Internationalization

- Because socialism originated from the understanding of class
struggles in an internal country, socialist law naturally shows two

attitudes against the international norms and order as follows:

- One is the principle of socialist internationalism. Socialist law
tends to make much of homogeneity and solidarity between
socialist countries, but shows conflict or tension over capitalist

countries.

- Another is the principle of the superiority of domestic law over
international law. Socialist law adheres to the principle that
international law is enacted as a part of domestic law only after

approval by the country.



@)

Concept of Internationalization in North Korean Laws and Its

Reception

A certain extent of internationalization of North Korean laws
required in the developing phase of the society was performed,
and accelerated following the opening of the economy since

1990s.

Though the North Korean constitutional law based on socialism
was deeply connected to the achieving of socialist democracy and
proletarian dictatorship, but was gradually internationalized in

accordance with the change of external environment.

The factors that North Korean laws have received the inter-
nationalization are very various, for instance, protection of nationals
overseas, establishment of material basis for the international
trade, cooperation with the international organization, opening of
the economy, protection of external rights, development of the

scientific technology, etc.

[ ] Main Contents in the Internationalization of North Korean Laws

O Periodic Categories in the Internationalization of North Korean Laws

Proletarian Internationalism Period(1948~1983)
Reception of Internationalization Period(1984~present)

Beginning of Internationalization Period(1984~1991)
Developing of Internationalization Period(1992~2001)

Transition of Internationalization Period(2002~present)



O Forms of the Legal Internationalization

- General Reception of International Norms
- Domestic Reception of International Norms
- Advising the International Exchange and Cooperation

[ ] Internationalization of North Korean Laws and Inter-Korean

Cooperation

O Internationalization of North Korean Laws, Its Limitations and Issues

- Regarding the ideological background named ‘Juche’ idea and
socialism, and social conditions continually emphasizing the
socialist legal life, the internationalization of North Korean laws

may be somewhat restrained.

- Though North Korean laws have shown the internationalization
and the open attitude in laws related to various departments, the

normativeness of the whole laws is still questioned.

O Inter-Korean Legal Cooperation

- To support continual performing the internationalization of North
Korean laws, Two sided approaches are required, the improvement
of typical management of the North Korean laws and the experts’

exchange in a legal field.

- Kaesong Industrial District may be developed as a buffer zone
between both Korean legal systems and a test-bed of legal

integration



O International Supports for the Development of North Korean Legal

System

- To support the development and the internationalization of North

Korean Legal System, international cooperation is needed

- In terms of the exchange and support for the development of
North Korean Legal System, the multi-national cooperation and

networking through ODA projects may be required.

[ll. Expected Effects

O Reviewing the stream that the North Korean law system changes
from the socialist law to the market-economy law, shows the real

aspects and the future directions of its change.

O Analyzing the internationalization of North Korean laws derives
some issues for the development of the North Korean law system
and inter-Korean cooperation methods, and substantially contributes

to the advance of inter-Korean relationship.

O The study on the internationalization of North Korean laws suggests
some legal issues for the establishment of inter-Korean unification
basis and international support methods for the development of

North Korean laws.

» Key Words : North Korean Law, Internationalization, Socialist
Law, Special Economic Zone, Proletarian Interna-

tionalism, Unification, Legal Exchange and Support
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