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Abstract

I. Background and Purpose

[ ] Public information is usually used as reference for the govern-
ment to set up a policy or to make a political decision, which is
more objective and neutral than information in the private sector

which usually pursues profits.

[ ] In particular, digital public information formed by the growth of
a broadband and digitalization is the key to national com-
petitiveness which creates huge social values if its distribution is

made effectively.

[] The Korean government considers a way to grow the use of
digital public information by the private sector in the Smart era,

suggesting a variety of legislative and political plans.

[ ] Making the best use of public information can create more
business opportunities and jobs, which is an important task to

realize that can grow Korea’s information technology industry.

[ ] This study looks at the influence of the open access to public
information on the economy and society and legislative and
political measures to invigorate the economy through com-

mercializing public information.



II. Key Contents

[ ] Open Access to Digital Public Information to Invigorate the

Economy and Society

O Public information means a record or material of all forms of
media originating from the work of field of the public sector.
Disclosing of public information means such information is
allowed to be accessed or a copy of such information is
allowed to be distributed or provided through an information
communication network by an institution in the public sector

under the Information Disclosure act.

- Article 2 of the Official Information Disclosure Act defines the
term of “information” as ‘matters recorded in documents
(including electronic documents), drawings, pictures, films, tapes,
slides, and other media corresponding thereto that are made,
acquired and managed by public institutions in order to

discharge their duties.’

O Along with the development of digitalization, new paradigm has
been being in place where diverse information are linked and
consolidated to provide the quality service of providing the

public with official information.



O The government links information systems and encourages to
share information to improve the service quality for the public

and the efficiency of using information resources.

O Public access to government information means that the official
information originating from the public sector can be used by
individual or the private sector for the commercial or

non-commercial purpose.

- Commercial use means that government information is used for
making economic profits and non-commercial use means that
such information is used for simple browsing, academic or other

non-profitable purpose.
[ ] Legislative Issues in regard of Disclosure of Public Information

O Major advanced countries in the world start making public
access to official information of their government easier for
industrial growth and value creation amid the words like
disclosure, sharing and utilization of public policy and

information have become key words.

- Meanwhile, Korea is lack of provisions on distribution of public
information and a standardized procedure of distribution, which
is in other words a sign of the lack of willingness to provide

public information. Distribution of public information often



O

O

delays due to a lack of clear standard and procedure on its

disclosure and use.

There are 24 laws related to disclosure of public information.
Providing official information needs to entirely depend on laws

for individual departments or parts of other related laws.

There is ‘Guideline on Public Information’ in place. However,
the guideline contradicts the existing laws on the access to
official information, which causes confusion. Specific provisions

on procedure, cost and so on are lacked as well.

A standard on the use of public information by the private
sector and a comprehensive guideline for the use of official
information should be defined and regulated in a form of a

general law or framework act.

[ ] Proposal to Improve Legislations on Public Information

O

In order to promote the use of official information in a
climate-related area, high quality climate data should be more
available to the public and the distribution system is needed to
be improved. Legislative enhancement is also required to
provide upgraded climate service that is linked to data on not

only climate but also disasters, medical area and energy.

In order to promote the use of official information in an

information technology industry, an intensive study and analysis



on demand, the type of database and the method to provide
such service that are in need by the public and consistent

extension of the access.

- A fundamental change in a policy for disclosing public
information is needed to improve the public service and
promote the economy as well as promoting the right to know

and reinforcing monitoring by the administrative power.

O In order to promote the use of official information in a
transportation area, the extension and open access to the
transportation database is required so that the public can use
transportation-related data more conveniently through a con-
solidated database on transportation infrastructure, drivers’

information, intelligent transportation system etc.

O In order to promote the use of official information in a science
and technology area, the government should establish a plan to
protect intellectual property right and other intellectual values so
that scientific and technical knowledge and data, especially data
related to the national research and development projects can be

smoothly managed and disseminated.

O In order to promote the use of official information in a culture
and tourism area, Korean cultural design database should be

available to the public and used for the economic purpose. It



will help to improve the productivities of a business and to
increase profits. Consolidation of cultural tourism data with IT,
education, culture, welfare, medical service and other industries

would boost the creative economy.

The government commenced the policy of Smart Government
(Government 3.0) and strives to establish a growth engine for
executing national tasks by promoting the open access to

official information and communication and cooperation.

The open access to and sharing of public information would
create more jobs. To this end, a tailored service for the public

would be provided.

With the project for digital public information database, the
government  digitalises highly important information and
knowledge that are worth to conserve or use and promotes the
open access and use of such information to contribute to
enhancing the public service and national knowledge

infrastructure.

Thus, a distribution system of public information must be
established so that the government, the public and the

businesses can utilize them in the digital information era.



IlI. Expected Outcome

[ ] This study compares and analyzes the domestic and foreign laws

»

and policies related to public information, which can be used as
basic information for designing a law and a legislative model for

the disclosure of public information of the Korean government.

This study considers diverse opinions of experts and people who
are working in the field related to disclosure of public
information in the public institutions, which can be used as

reference when a policy is implemented.

Key Words : Economic and social, digital public information,
public information, official information, use of
public information, the Smart government, govern-
ment 3.0, Electronic Government Act, Framework
Act on National Informatization, Act on providing
public data and promoting its use, Official Infor-

mation Disclosure Act
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uses but having other public good purpose(culture, education).(OECD, Id, p.8)
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FZ18= 39 7]# O 2 A KIC(Kansas Information Consortium)E A §
a3tk KIC= INK A 91s]e] 3= stoll MESH A dAtzA &
TAR g3 B ARk Ad 4 w=ys g, wgTrRA
Ads T =8, AREY U=E EA77] H3 vhddk A
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purpose of INK to perform the following duties:

(a) Provide electronic access of members of the public to public information of
agencies via a gateway service;

(b) develop a dial-in gateway or electronic network for access to public information;

(c) provide appropriate oversight of any network manager,

(d) explore ways and means of expanding the amount and kind of public information
provided, increasing the utility of the public information provided and the form in
which provided, expanding the base of users who access such public information
and, where appropriate, implementing such changes;

(e) cooperate with the division of information systems and communications in seeking
to achieve the purpose of INK;

(f) explore technological ways and means of improving citizen and business access to
public information and, where appropriate, implement such technological improvements;
and

(g) explore options of expanding such network and its services to citizens and business
by providing add-on services such as access to other for-profit information and

databases and by providing electronic mail and calendaring to subscribers.
191) &F54 9, 919 =+, 82w,
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conditions below.
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216) where charges are made, the total income from supplying and allowing re-use of
documents shall not exceed the cost of collection, production, reproduction and
dissemination, together with a reasonable return on investment.

217) Any applicable conditions for the re-use of documents shall be non-discriminatory
for comparable categories of re-use.

218) The re-use of documents shall be open to all potential actors in the market, even if
one or more market players already exploit added-value products based on these
documents. Contracts or other arrangements between the public sector bodies holding
the documents and third parties shall not grant exclusive rights.
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