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Abstract

I . Background and Purpose of Research

[ ] Background of Research

O While North Korea has gone through the process of changes as its
ruling ideology had been changed from Marxism-Leninism to the
‘Juche’ thought and the ‘Songgun (Army First)’ policy was adopted
to accelerate changes in the mid-1990s, it had to experience similar

changes in its conception of law as well.

- Although the legal system of North Korea has not pulled off the
shell of the ideology of socialism, it has shown a considerable
advance in the aspect of development of the rule of law in formalities

up to the stage at which the socialist rule of law may be discussed.

O As a comprehensive overview of the trend of such changes, it can
be summarized that the tension between the legal ideology of so-called

the socialist rule of law and legal realities is very high at present.

[ ] Purpose of Research

O The purpose of this study is to examine the current situation and
conditions of the general legal system of North Korea through
systematic research on the acceptance of the idea of management
of statutes in response to changes in the internal and external

environments of legislation and the change of legal consciousness.



II. Main Contents

[ ] Changes in Ruling Ideology and Legal Ideology of North Korea

O North Korea externally declared the severance of its relationship
with Marxism-Leninism in 1980s as Marxism-Leninism rapidly declined
throughout the world, replaced Marxism-Leninism with the ‘Juche’
thought as its ruling ideology, and added the ‘Songun’ policy as
part of its ruling ideology through the amendment in 2009 to the

Constitution.

O The reasons why the legal ideology of North Korea seems hardly
changed, although its ruling ideology looks changed, are basically
the hierarchical nature that socialism has and the inseparable

relationship between politics and law.

O The intention of North Korea when it put the title ‘Kim Ilsung-Kim
Jongil Constitution” on its socialist constitution was to emphasize
that the direct leadership of the so-called great leader had been

conveyed to his successor without any change under the constitution.

O Although North Korea still advocates socialism and the ‘Juche’
thought as legal ideology, a remarkable paradigm shift has occurred

in the functional aspect of law.



[ ] Changes in Legal System of North Korea and Management of
Statutes

O In order to rearrange the procedures for the enactment of statutes
and establish a coherent legal system in the society, North Korea
enacted the Legislation Act in December 2012, which entered into

force in July 2013.

- The enactment of the Legislation Act shows its awareness of necessity
of the ‘Rule of Law’ and its commitment to it as an obvious sign

of the development of rule of law in formalities.

O Recently, North Korea has promoted the development of legal system
through informatization of management of statutes and rearrangement

of laws and regulations.

[ ] Changes in Legislation and Legal Consciousness of North Korea

O North Korea has shown its changed attitude toward legislation by
publishing collections of statutes in 2004 and 2012 respectively.

O Legal norms of North Korea have been gradually changed not only
in appearance but also in substance, regardless of whether a statute is

concerned with public law, private law, or foreign economic affairs.

[ ] Changes in Legal Realities and Legal Consciousness of North

Korea

O Recently, North Korea has made efforts to enhance enforceability
of its statutes by improving legislation process and by enhancing

the functions and roles of socialist statutes.



O It seems very positive that its consciousness of law in appearance

has been substantially improved, compared with its past consciousness.

[ ] Changes in Legislation of North Korea and Inter-Korean

Cooperation in Legislation

O In order to assist North Korea in the development of statutes in
substance and formalities, two approaches are necessary; the one is
the improvement of management of formalities of statutes of North

Korea, and the other is the exchange of legislative experts.

O The special economic zone is the best place for North Korea to
try and exchange legislation, since the zone is isolated from other
area of North Korea and legal norms different from ordinary

legislation have been applied to the zone.

O In order to assist North Korea in the development and inter-
nationalization of legislation, it is necessary either to assist North
Korea jointly with international organizations or to seek international

cooperation to help North Korea join in international organizations.

IlI. Major Lessons

O This study will provide a theoretical basis for legislation of North
Korea by reviewing the change of legal ideology in North Korea
according to the change of its ruling ideology and by conducting

an analysis of North Korea as a socialist rule of law state.



»

O This study will provide basic information helpful for the understanding

of the general system of legislation and management of statutes,
including the legislature of North Korea, the procedure for
legislation, legal terms, and other legislative information and for
the unification of Korea in legislation through the analysis on the
trend of changes in each sector of law of North Korea and its

legal consciousness.

This study will seek measures for substantive cooperation and
domestic and international assistance for the development of
legislation of North Korea, based on the analysis on the changes

in legislation of North Korea.

Key Words : North Korea, Legal System, Legal ldeology, ‘Juche’

Thought, ‘Songun’ (Army First) Policy, Socialist
Rule of Law State, Inter-Korean Exchange and

Cooperation, Unification, North Korean Law
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