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Abstract

I . Background and objectives

[] Relationship between green growth and local autonomy

O Whereas an individual person’s influence on politics at the national
level is limited, his/her political influence at the local government

level is significant in comparison.

- The interaction between residents and their local governments over
the course of administrative service provision is inevitable, and
they are linked in many ways via various activities. For this
reason, residents get to actively participate in the making of local
policies if they are interested in local politics. Through this
process, they are given a chance to experience autonomous

decision-making process and the subsequent responsibilities.

- When this characteristic of local autonomy plays a part in green
growth, local residents can responsibly do something for green

growth, thereby giving practical meaning to green growth.

- In implementing green growth policies, the previous government
was blamed for ineffective communication with each sector of
society and its failure to establish green culture in daily routine.
Effective communication among local governments (playing

pivotal role), civic organizations, the central government, and



international NGOs will give boost to local autonomy, and make
green growth policies more specific, efficient, and tailored to a

great degree to local residents’ livelihood.

[ ] Correlation between enacting an ordinance and driving forward

local green growth

O Ordinance enactment can serve as a legal and institutional basis to

give shape to green growth at the local level

- When green growth process is understood as receiving a policy
directive from the central government and implementing the same

at the local level, enactment of a specific ordinance is impossible.

- It is known that local governments that implement green growth
policies by practically reflecting local characteristics are the ones
that have larger number of green growth related policies than

their local peers.

- The object is to come up with perspective on the degree to
which green growth is established and the possibility of
furthering green growth by analyzing and comparing the status of

green growth related ordinance enactment.

II. Main Contents

[ ] Green growth and local autonomy

O Meaning of local autonomy



- Local autonomy nurtures democratic citizens needed for a democracy
by enhancing their ability to resolve, on their own, local issues

arising in local areas.

- Since local administration is the closest public service affecting
the livelihood of local citizens, constitutional guarantee of local
autonomy system plays an important role of protecting people’s

basic rights.

- Local autonomy contributes to national development through
realization of democracy and separation of powers at the local
level, guarantee of basic rights of local people, and enhancement

of diversity.

O Relationship between green growth and local autonomy

- In a survey conducted early 2013, considerable number of people
said that green growth policies should be continuously pursued in

the future.

- The climate change issue that gave rise to the discourse on green
growth is not the challenge encountered by the previous
government only. The incumbent government should be even more
aware of the issue and come up with countermeasures. In this

regard, green growth is a matter that should draw attention.

- For a continued green growth, strengthening of green growth system
is needed. To this end, the attention and capacity asymmetrically
concentrated on the central government should be properly given to

local governments.



- The function of local autonomy can be carried out specifically

through strengthening and actualization of green growth.

- To spread green growth continuously, local governments should be
able to achieve local development, enhance economic cooperation
with neighboring countries, seize the opportunity to advance the

green industry through various projects to promote green growth.

[] Green growth and autonomous legislation

O Meaning of autonomous right to legislation

- Pursuant to the Constitution, local governments have the right to
legislation. This is a prerequisite for materialization and realization

of setting their own agenda legally.

- The right to autonomous legislation is the key concept to guarantee
local autonomy since problems of a local government can best be
identified by the citizens of the local government concerned. In
this regard, the reason for the existence of autonomous legislation

is to make citizens concerned enact laws to solve their problems.

O The role of autonomous legislation for green growth

- “Local Agenda 21 for Sustainable Development” as super-ordinate
concept of green growth is being pursued at the local government
level. In the case of Korea, Local Agenda 21 for Sustainable
Development is dynamic because it was established and pushed
forward by civil society. However, it has been reflected in major

policies and administrative plans on rare occasions only, and



many local governments do not implement it in practical terms.

- To lay the legal and institutional foundation on which -civil
society can act for green growth, and ultimately for green growth
to promote people’s welfare and improve their quality of life,
there should be autonomous legislation, through which welfare

and quality of life is materialized and realized.

[] Green growth laws of local governments

O Current status of green growth laws of local governments

- In many cases, the framework ordinance on green growth serving
as the basis for pursuing green growth policies by local
governments has been enacted uniformly in the initial stage of
implementing green growth agenda. Therefore, the majority of
local governments have enacted it. However, many framework
ordinances on green growth seem to be a mere copy cat of the

central government’s standard ordinance bill.

- Those local governments who passively enacted the framework
ordinance on green growth according to the central government’s
uniform directive tend not to have their own law on green
growth. This is a testament to the fact that green growth agenda

has not been pursued at the local level.

- In the case of those local governments who conducted various
green growth projects and actively educated citizens and promoted
green growth projects, there have been a continued enactment and

revision of green growth related ordinances.



- As the former government got close to the end of its term, a
larger number of specific ordinances were enacted than they were
in the beginning of the government. The reason for this phenom-
enon seems to be the fact that it takes time for a specific policy
to take hold and to be established in real terms. Therefore, in or-
der for a national policy to take root at the local government lev-
el, a long-term vision that can survive the change of governments

needs to be put forward, rather than a short-term plan.

O The direction local green growth legislation should go

- Legislation by local governments can have greater impact on the
livelihood of people, and act as criteria for local citizens’

participation.

- To solidify green growth policies that take into account local
characteristics, rather than abstract national vision, specific and

detailed ordinance bill related to people’s life should be enacted.

- It is important to set a foundation to institutionalize civil society’s
active participation such as Local Agenda 21 for Sustainable

Development though ordinance enactment.

Ill. Expected Effect

[ ] Continued formulation of green growth strategies at the local

level



[ ] Identifying the need to build cooperative governance between
civil society and local governments through exercise of the

right to ordinance enactment.

» Key Words: green growth, autonomous legislation, local governments,

green growth ordinance
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