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Abstract

Ever since Belgium became a member of the Development Aid
Committee(DAC) in 1961, its Official Development Aid(ODA) has made
progress and attained positive evaluations from international society.
Belgium ranks 6th place by GNI percentage, and 14th by the size of the
assistance among DAC member states. In 2009, the total amount of
Belgium's ODA reached 26 hundred million dollars which is 44%
increase the total sum of 2004. The percentage of the ODA/GNI
increased from 0.41% to 0.55% in the same period, showing the
continuous growth of Belgium's ODA.

The progress of Belgium's ODA is due to incessant self innovation.
This innovation is based on the comprehensive and concrete legislations
regarding Belgium's ODA, and also its ODA policies which aim at
maximizing effectiveness through options, concentration and coordination
between assistance partners.

The TLaw on Belgian International Cooperation, of 1999 established
the purpose and principles of Belgium's ODA, and made possible for
Belgium to assist strategically and efficiently by categorizing focus themes
and cross-sectoral themes. Furthermore, Belgium has followed the
standards of the international society set by Paris Declaration and Accra
Agenda for Action(AAA) and has developed and practiced concrete action
plans for aid effectiveness such as Harmonisation and Alignment Plan of
2007.

Belgium's innovation is continued in its ODA evaluations. Evaluations
of Belgiums's ODA is committed to the guidelines adopted by DAC and

contribute to the efficient fulfillment of the ODA objectives through focus



on results and the improvement in future decision-making from lessons
learnt from past experiences. A proper monitoring and evaluation
would promote the functions of the Directorate-General of Development
Co-operation(DGDC) and also recall general public's attention which
would contribute immensely to aid effectiveness in the long term.

The overall research of Belgium's ODA shows that Belgium focuses on
aid effectiveness and establishes all legislations and policies based on this
objective. Belgium's successful ODA provides some important suggestions
in the aspect of legislations and policies to Korea's ODA which has
emerged to take form quite recently.

Firstly, in the aspect of legislation, the Korean ODA legislation '
International Development Aid Cooperation Law, and its articles need to
be more specific compared to the Belgian legislation TLaw on Belgian
International Cooperation,. The Korean law aims to promote the relevance
and efficiency of international development cooperation policies by
regulating both credit assistance and grant type assistance comprehensively,
which was conducted separately in the past. However, among the total 20
articles of the"International Development Aid Cooperation Law,, many
contains abstract contents involving difficulties in achieving efficient
fulfillment of international development cooperation. In comparison, the
"Law on Belgian International Cooperation, stipulates concrete and
detailed regulations on its objectives, principles as well as the selection
of development cooperation partners and guidelines on evaluating the
relevance of assistance. These concrete legislations encourage partner
countries to take ownership of its own development by assisting them
how to catch the fish rather than just give. By promoting partner

countries' development potentials, Belgium has performed successfully and



effectively on its ODA. The Korean government has reason to obtain
guidance from the Begium legislation and to specify the ODA objectives,
criteria on partner selections and evaluations.

Secondly, in the aspect of policy, Belgium has pursued consistency in
its ODA policies and adopted strategies to promote development
effectiveness in the long term perspective. The Korean ODA is facing a
new era according to the enforcement of the comprehensive TlInternational
Development Aid Cooperation Law,. In the past, the credit assistance and
the grant type assistance was performed respectively by the Ministry of
Strategy & Finance and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs & Trade
resulting in the lack of consistency and unity in ODA policies. This has
caused respective policies by each agencies to overlap or collide,
diminishing the effectiveness of the assistance. In the present, an
International Development Cooperation Committee stationed under the
prime minister was established with the ministers of both agencies as the
member, making the Korean ODA more efficient. However, the prime
minister has high potential of lacking professionalism in the field of the
ODA and the role of the committee might be restricted to simple
coordination between agencies giving cause for measures.

Belgium has endeavored in many specific ways to promote aid
effectiveness. They are Harmonisation and Alignment Plan of 2007 in
alignment with Paris Declaration and AAA, and especially a consistent
and unified policies through professionalized permanent agency like the
Directorate-General of Development Co-operation(DGDC) which has
acquired affirmative evaluations. The Korean government which lacks
ODA resources compared to other DAC member states has necessity to

consider the endeavors of Belgium government. It is especially advisable



to learn the strong points of the Belgium ODA policies and to follow
unity and consistency in policies by transforming the practice commission
under the International Development Cooperation Committee into a permanent
and exclusive agency like the Directorate-General of Development
Co-operation(DGDC). Furthermore, in the longer perspective, strategies to
encourage the ownership of the partner countries and the promotion of

general public attention is required to maximize aid effectiveness.

% Key Words : Belgian ODA, Law on Belgian International
Cooperation, Belgian ODA Partners, Belgian
ODA Policy, Belgian ODA Statistics, Belgian
ODA achievement, Belgian ODA Evaluation,
FPSFA, DGDC, BTC
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External Services Evaluation Unit, Outcome And Impact Level
Indicators : Health Sector (2009)

External Services Evaluation Unit, Outcome And Impact Level
Indicators : Outcome And Impact Level Indicators : Road
Sector (2009)

External Services Evaluation Unit, Outcome And Impact Level
Intervention Logic & Indicators : Methodological Approach
(2009)

External Services Evaluation Unit, Outcome And Impact Level

Indicators : Water and Sanitation Sector (2009)

< >

World Bank, A Guide to Water and Sanitation Sector Impact
Evaluations (2006)
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