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Abstract

This paper is aimed at overviewing the Japanese policies and laws
related to ODA (Official Development Assistance). It also discusses their
implications for Korea’s ODA policies and laws, after examining the
Japanese legal and judicial system (stipulated as one of ODA polices).

The objectives of Japan’s ODA involve contributing to the peace and
development of the international community, and thereby, to help ensure
Japan’s own security and prosperity. Enlisting international cooperation,
and contributing to the economic and social advancement of developing
countries, are both part of Japan’s obligations as a member of international
society. The philosophy and objectives to implement ODA are based on
Japan’s ODA chapter and their Medium Term Policy on ODA.

Japan was also the recipient of ODA until the late 1940s, when Japan
was defeated in World War Il. However, Japanese economy developed
rapidly, and then they instituted grant aid for a number of countries (e.g.,
the Philippines, Indonesia, Vietnam, Cambodia, Laos, Singapore, Korea,
Mongolia and Micronesia), as reparations for the war. In 1989, Japan
became the world’s largest country to conduct ODA ahead of the United
States. European countries try to enlarge ODA to intensify their efforts to
address global issues (e.g., global warming) and humanitarian problems
(e.g., extreme poverty, famine). However, Japan has lessened ODA
because of strict financial constraints.

As stated above, we are aware that the environment surrounding ODA
has significantly changed, both internationally and domestically. Therefore,
Japan is currently attempting to implement more strategic and effective

aid efforts. As part of Japan’s endeavors, the implementation institutions



of ODA, such as JBIC (Japan Bank For International Cooperation), the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, and JICA (Japan International Cooperation
Agency), were unified as “New JICA” on the first of October 2008. To
this effect, Japan can conduct the effective and efficient implementation
of aid. In the specific case of ODA, Japan has been developing the legal
and judicial systems (which is a type of technical cooperation under
JICA), by organizing fundamental law and judicial system and training
judicial officers in Southeast Asia.

Korea graduated from being a recipient of ODA, and is now
contributing to the economic and social development of developing countries.
Because of the historical relationship between Korea and Japan, Korea’s
main donor was Japan. Thus, both the system and the outline of ODA in
Korea are analogous to those of Japan. Accordingly, this research on
Japan’s ODA will be able to offer perspective on the future outlook of

polices and laws related to Korea’s ODA and effective execution of aid.

* Key Words : Japan's ODA (Official Development Assistance),
MDGs (Millenium Development Goals), JICA
(Japan International Cooperation Agency), ODA
loan, Bilateral and Mutilateral Aid, Legal and

Judicial System Development
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