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Abstract

I . Background and objectives

[ ] The health care industry is a high value-added export industry,
and a new fusion and convergence industry combining IT,
NT, BT, RT, and medical service. It is worth focusing on as
a new field, in order to activate domestic demand and strengthen

international competitiveness of it.

O The government tries to promote the global health care industry
as one of New Growth Engines for strengthening Korea's competi-
tiveness in the international market as well as for activating

industries.

[] To promote the medical industry, it is important to devise
various policies. However, it is necessary to systematically
modify related laws and regulations in advance to support

this area institutionally.

[ ] The purpose of this research is, by investigating and analyzing
current situation of health care industrialization and its related
laws and institutions, and to search for legal issues and ways

to systematically develop health care industry.



II. Main Contents

[] Significance of the Global Healthcare

O The current legal term whose concept is closest to health care is
'public health care' and the public health care industry is the
common expression encompassing all the scientific and technical
services related with health keeping and prevention, alleviation,

and treatment of diseases.

- The global health care industry is a concrete way to carry out
New Growth Engine promotion policies, and is such a source of
national wealth which can create more high added value than
other industries that it is one of the industries Korea should try

to preoccupy in the world market.

[ ] Characteristic of the Global Healthcare

O Since the medical area has strong characteristics of public goods,
there are conflicting views in our society on the issue of
industrializing this area. Therefore, currently, it is prerequisite for
its industrialization to arrive at a certain social consensus on the
issue through serious discussion to find proper harmony between

pros and cons of the issue.

- There are parts having industrial attributes within the medical
area whose basic characteristics is public goods. It is necessary

to identify those parts and actively promote them industrially.

- Only when there are people's trust and social consensus on

guaranteeing the public characteristics of the medical area, the



health care industry, if it is actively promoted, can be expected

to play the role as new growth engine effectively.

[ ] Review of legal issues by sector

O Medical devices

- Medical devices are defined as instruments, machines, equipment,
and materials and others similar to them used individually or in

combination for human beings and animals.

- Since they are instruments related with human life, it is common
that governments manage them carefully by classifying them into
different levels, and regulate them by only allowing those items
permitted and approved by the government for quality control

appropriateness to be produced and sold.

- Due to the active international trades, the medical device quality
system should be checked for overseas manufacturers. For this
reason, discrimination should be solved by institutionalizing
overseas manufacturer GMP’s evaluation policy and medical
device GMP’s the on-site actual inspection on site, and by
obtaining the quality control real condition check and the real

quality assurance system.

- Goverment should develop the necessary policy and popularize,
examining the international policy, advanced policy and diverse
guide line.  The industrial world should grow the medical
device industrial as the dynamic with technical development and

investment of manpower and material.



O u-health care

- u-health care is a system providing a total service from prevention,
diagnosis to after service of diseases whenever and anywhere, by

linking IT and public health and medical care systems.

O Whether to allow remote medical care and to what extent it will
be allowed, who will be responsible in medical disputes, how to
protect patients' information, whether to allow issuance of
electronic prescription, and how to deliver medical goods are the

problems which need continuous revision of laws and ordinances.

- Dissolving dead angle of medical service and improving medical
service quality and cost reduction by introducing Healthcare

Information Technology.

O Medical tourism

- Medical tourism is a combination of tourism and medical service
for patients seeking medical service including diagnosis, treatment,
and operation in Korean hospitals and their companions. The
concept is defined directly by the tourism promotion law, rather

than by medical laws.

- Medical tour, or international medical treatment is under tense
competition among countries, as it has become highlighted as a
new global blue ocean service industry which has great economic
effect in terms of the obtaining of foreign currencies and job

creation.

- Since various legal problems can occur in each stage of medical

tour process from preparation of patients from before entering



Korea, medical treatment, accomodations, tourism, to management
after leaving Korea, it is necessary to revise related laws and

ordinances.

O Biomedicine

- Biomedicine is defined as medicine produced applying recombinant
DNA technology, that is, medicine produced massively and purely
from microbic and cultured tissue cells using recombinant DNA

technology.

- Cell Therapy straddles between medicine and medical technology,
and demands of medical care for patient’s and new technology
development will be hardly achieved within the existing approval
system only, thereby, it requires a legislative framework to

accept it with a certain restriction.

- In term of industrial development, with a short-tem view, the
approach that administers it as ‘Medical Technology’ is effective,
but controlling as ‘Medicine’ will be more beneficial ultimately

in aspects of global standards and industrial added-value.
IlI. Expected Effects

[ ] It is also desirable to compare those laws and institutions with
counterparts in other countries, and use them as reference

material for remedy of them.

[ ] The health care industry is composed of various sub-industries
with each of them having its own issue. There is good

potential for each of those issues to become an independent



research field respectively, and to be developed into research

results with its own system and structure.

» Key Words : Global Healthcare, Medical device, U-Healthcare,

Medical tourism, Biomedicine, New Growth Engine
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