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Abstract

I . Background and objective

[ ] Background

O This study aims to examine the legislations regarding the access to
and freedom of information around the world and to introduce

them to South Korea.

O Located in the Pacific Rim as South Korea is, Australia has seen

an increasing number of exchanges with South Korea.

O As part of the Commonwealth of Nations, Australia has been
strongly influenced by the traditions of the British law. Recently
however, Australia has had exchanges with the US in the area of
law and has striven to improve the institutional framework for the

sake of welfare of its people.

O In 1982, the Freedom of Information Act came into force into force
in Australia, determined to enhance governmental transparency by
providing a right of access to government documents of the

Federal Court.



[] Objective

O This article focuses on the Freedom of Information Act (FOI Act)
of 1982 enforced in Australia and compares it with the South Korean

legislation.

O By this comparative study, the paper wishes to broaden the horizon
of mutual understanding and to contribute to the better interpretation

of the South Korean legislation.

O This paper also seeks to assist with all other future studies on the

FOI Act and relevant legislations of Australia.

II. Contents

[ ] Introduction to the Australian Legal System
O Legal Tradition
O The Constitution and Legislation

[ ] The Information Disclosure and Control System in Australia
O Overview and Basic Structure: the Information Control Legal Systems
[ ] Details of the Freedom of Information Legislation

O Overview and Details of the Freedom of Information Legislation

[ ] Implications of the Freedom of Information Legislation in

Australia



Ill. Expectation

[ ] Legal Effects

O The study will help understand the FOI Act and relevant legislations
in Australia and improve the interpretation of the South Korean

legislation.

[ ] Extralegal Effects

O The study intends to further advance the mutual understanding and
exchanges with Australia and to contribute to the resolution of

conflict of law issues involving the people.

» Key Words : Freedom of Information Act, Information Commission,
Target Information, Institutions and Agencies Required
to Provide Access to Information, Consultation on

the Request, Administrative Appeals Tribunal
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