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Abstract

The new Federal Constitution of the Swiss Confederation,
which had been adopted by the national referendum on April
18, 1999, took effect on January 1, 2000. The new Federal
Constitution, which is established by wholly amending the
Federal Constitution of 1874 for the first time in 126 years,
presents the course that the modern constitutional democracy
as well as the Swiss Confederation should take in the new

century.

The enforcement of the new Federal Constitution of the
Swiss Confederation indicates a starting point of 1its open
national reform program for the future, not the ending point
of the constitutional reform. In other words, the new Federal
Constitution i1s focused on the formal systematization of the
Federal Constitution of 1874 without any substantial reform
of the contents thereof. The substantial reform means Da
judicial reform, @a reform of citizens’ rights, @a reform of the
federal system, and @a reform of governmental structures,
and the new Federal Constitution i1s supposed to be additionally
revised as the objectives of such substantial reform are
established.

At present, the amendment of the Constitution is partially
made by the national referendum to achieve the judicial
reform and the reform of citizens’ rights; and other reforms
are submitted to the discussion, etc. of the Government and

the Congress as of the vyear 2004. Accordingly, the new



Federal Constitution has the possibility to be  additionally
revised depending on the establishment of the diversified and
wide-ranging constitution reform programs in the future. In
that sense, it may be said that the reform of the Constitution

in Switzerland is in “open process”.

This report includes the establishment backgrounds, develop-
ment, and other major contents of the new Federal Constitution
and the review of the judicial reform and the reform of
citizens’ rights in force, as well as the prospects of the reform

of governmental system to be made in the future.

% Key Word : Federal Constitution of the Swiss Confederation, Reform

of Judicial System
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die Errichtung von Bistiimern vom 15. Dezember 2000.
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