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Abstract

One of socio-economic problems caused by aging of so-
ciety will be the welfare of the aged. In the aging society,
the welfare for senior citizens is related to the society
itself in addition to the aged living in such society. The
problem could be based on the situation where the welfare
demand is increasing and of variety by the increase of the
population of the aged and simultaneously the communitys
burden for the welfare has been increasing because of the
decrease of family support to its parents and relatives.

Accordingly, this issue should be considered in a context
which the aged can perform its living activities in the
aging socliety from the point of human dignity. It also does
require comprehensive, systematic, economic and efficient
system corresponding to the current demand of welfare in
consideration of aging society.

This study purposes to analyze and review the legal
system of senior citizens in Japan in order to find out more
reasonable legal system of the welfare for the aged in ex-
pected aging society. For doing this, we have reviewed the
social welfare system in Japan and the principles supporting
such system to identify the legal principles and system for
the welfare of the aged in the total system of Japan social
welfare. This study also reviews the developments in the
Japan legal system for the welfare of the aged and the relevant
supports relating to income, housing, and medical insurance,

in order to clarify the characteristics of Japan legal system.



The basic idea of the Japan legal system of the welfare
for the aged is the aged integration into the community
through the spirit of social solidarity, which has inspired
several systems. Main characteristics of individual systems
are that the income security is ensured, that disease prevention
is emphasized, and that social welfare enjoved at home are
developed. This trend has been made in the field of welfare
for the aged. In this regard, this study reviews some points
such as how and with what methods such trend has been
developed, who has provided the service, what are the con-
tents of the service, who bears the expenses for the service,

etc.

Key word : aged society, welfare for the aged, income security, medical

and housing security
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