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Abstract

Balance of power, the most important principle of modern international
politics, was introduced to North East Asia as a principle of international
law through a Chinese translation of the book Elements of International
Law in 1864. As a result, people of North East Asia were not able to
understand that balance of power is a principle of stability through power
and the realm of international politics is independent one, ruled not by
morality but by power. Even before the Sino-Japanese war, efforts to
reexamine the meaning of balance of power appeared among intellectuals
and diplomats of China and Korea. Those efforts, however, failed, mainly
because of the difference of civilization as an epistemic background. This
misunderstanding was solved in Japan soon after Sino-Japanese war, and
this meant that the problem of perception from the translation of
Elements of International Law finally ended. However, as the Japanese
government soon began to use balance of power in their discourse as
logic of justification for her imperialistic invasion, there appeared new
cause of misunderstanding balance of power as a principle of instability.
After World War One, balance of power was rejected in China and
Korea as propaganda of Imperialism. And criticism existed even in Japan,
that it was an old fashioned principle. Thus, balance of power was
excluded in the process of building international politics as a discipline.
After all, before the Cold War, independence of international politics
based on the principle of balance of power had never appeared in North

East Asia. This fact shows that the cooperation between international



politics and international law of North East Asia has a background

different from that of the Western world.

% Keyword : balance of power, international politics, international law,

power, morality, imperialism
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public law of the former.” Wheaton (1857), p.21.
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