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Abstract

It is easy to anticipate that the embarkment of a particular activity or
operation for development will have certain inevitable impact of such
projects on its surroundings. By requiring a detailed statement of such
environmental impacts and consequences, it is possible to assess effect
thereof and therefore determine whether the project should be permitted
or not, either in its original or in a revised form.

Korean government has recently announced the bill of new
environmental impact statement(EIS) which is due to be submitted to the
National Assembly next year. This bill has focused to elevate efficiency
of environmental assessment for administrative plans and development
projects by way of uniting the preparatory environmental assessment
system into the environmental impact statement system.

Environmental impact statement does not in itself require preventive
action, or indeed any mitigating steps, to be taken. It is a mechanism
intended to ensure decision-making authorities are aware of the relevant
issues relating to the environment. The purposes of such EIS include
some principles of environmental management. The new bill prepared by
government should be reinforced in some respects of substances and
procedures.

Recently many statutes have used to make a detour EIS procedures.
Several statutes having special power for development would abbreviate
the process of environmental impact assessment(EIA). The proposals for
legislation significantly affecting the quality of the human environment
and ecology should be included in the preparatory environmental

assessment system like the NEPA of the U.S.A.



Next, the principal body, that is, the subject preparing an EIS should
be changed from undertaker of business into official of government. It is
against the principle of natural justice that undertaker of business who is
to be reviewed in an EA process would prepare an EIA. The NEPA
requests the responsible official of federal agency for preparing a detailed
statement(EIS)(42 U.S.C. § 4332).

Planning authority can require the relevant information and evidence.
Environmental assessment must be conducted on the basis of the
appropriate information supplied by the developer, which may be
supplemented by the authorities and by the people who may be
concerned by the project in question. For projects which are subject to
assessment, at least a certain minimum amount of information must be
supplied, concerning the project and its effects.

Content and scope of an EIA are also very important. The effects of a
project on the environment must be assessed in order to take account of
concerns to protect human health, to contribute by means of a better
environment to the quality of life, to ensure maintenance of the diversity
of species and to maintain the reproductive capacity of the ecosystem as

a basic resource for life.

% Key words : environment, environmental impact, environmental assessment,
environmental impact statement, preparatory environmental

assessment, natural justice, NEPA, EIA, EIS.
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