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Abstract

I . Background and Purpose of Research

[ ] Background of Research

O Korea has set the establishment of the “Work-Life Balance” as one
of its main policy tasks to resolve the issues of the low birth-rate,
to promote women’s economic activities, and to increase employment

rate.

- It is necessary to eradicate the system forced to choose only one
between “work” and “marriage, birth, child-rearing or family
care-giving” to establish a sustainable society by realizing the

“work-life balance.”

O Basic leave systems (including shortened work hours) such as
maternity leave before/after birth, child-care leave, and family-care
leave are implemented already for the balance of the work and
life; however, various other forms of leave systems are requested
to be introduced at the Congress and through media in furtherance

of the establishment of the work-life balance.
[ ] Purpose of Research

O This research aims to produce implications for Korea for establish-

ment of the work-life balance by analyzing current issues centering



the leave system (including shortened work hours) for balancing

between work and life in Japan.

II. Main Contents

[ ] Status of Child-Care/Family-Care Leave Laws in Japan

O Long-term leave (child-care leave, family-care leave) and short-term

leave (nursing for child leave, family-care leave)

O 67% of monthly wages (up to 6 months) are paid during child-care

leave, 40% if family-care leave

O  Daddy-Mommy Child-care Leave Plus Exception, restrictions on
work hours (beyond standard work hours, extended hours, Ilate

hours), and shortened work hours system

[ ] Legal Trend and Policy Analysis of Japan

O Importance of the leave system regarding work and family-care is

increasing

O Structuring and re-organizing the application standards for short-term

and/or subcontracted workers

O Encouragement of utilization of child-care/family-care leave for male

employees



Ill. Expected Effects

[]

[]

»

By providing suggestions for improvements for child-care/
family-care leave law for the work-life balance, this report
may be used as the base legislation resources for enactment/

amendment of related laws.

By reviewing child-care/family-care laws of Japan that proactively
responded to establish work and life balance and through
analyzing traits of the laws and producing implications from
the laws, this report is expected to contribute to laying out
the foundation and to establishing the legal theory of
child-care/family-care leave laws in the low birth-rate and

aging society.

Key words : work-life balance, child-care leave, family-care
leave, shortened work hour system, wage during

leave
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