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A review of the problems of the Act on Health Care Decisions
on Patients' and Hospice Palliative Care and Withdrawing
Life-Sustaining Treatment

WON, Hye-Wook*, BAEK, Kyoung-Hee**

2016. 03. 30 was ' Act on Health Care Decisions on Patients' and
Hospice Palliative Care and Withdrawing Life-Sustaining Treatment ; enacted
and is expected to be enforced on 2017. 08. 04. So 'Act for Withdrawing
Life-Sustaining Treatment' is one of the ways in which the society will cope
with the new medical method of special health care due to the development
of medical technology.

In the case of medical care decisions, various problems are raised after the
enactment of the law.

A typical problem is the issue of the legal system and the subject of medical
decision making. It is appropriate that the decision of health care decision,
hospice and palliative care is different from each other, and therefore it is
necessary to define the different characteristics of each decision. In the future, it
is necessary to revise the legislation by distinguishing between the two.

Article 18 of the Health Care Decision Act stipulates that health care
decisions should not be made by the patient 's physician but may be
discontinued at the physician' s request. However, there is a question about
whether it is appropriate to decide the personal and private problems of life
such as life according to the will of others. Therefore, in cases where it is
difficult to judge the patient 's opinion clearly and the opinions of the family
and the doctor are not consistent with the health care, it is necessary to
amend the law so that it can be decided by the hospital ethics committee or

court. If the patient's doctor is not identified or the patient can not express
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Abstract

his / her opinion, the procedure should be punished for the abuse of this

procedure.

Key Words : Health Care Decisions on Patients’, Hospice Palliative
Care, Withdrawing Life-Sustaining Treatment,
Dignified death, Patient availability
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