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Abstract

I. the historical development of local government

» The Swedish local government is unique in that it is naturally occurring
since ancient times. The geographical and nature characteristics were
forced to evolve into a decentralized form rather than strengthen central
control. In the Middle Ages, the European feudal system was characterized
by the development of regional decentralization, but the boundary between
regional and church work was vague. However, the Local Government Act
of 1862 was enacted as the need to separate the roles of religion and state
administration became increasingly necessary as the transition from a
simple administrative system in ancient times to a national character. This
law influences the moredern local governments today. After that, with the
experience of modernization and industrialization, many kommun were
merged and reorganized in practical, depending on the size of the
population and the ability of local government.

II. Legislation related to Swedish municipalities

» In the 1930s, the Social Democratic Party-led welfare state project occured
the excessive role of central government, realizing stronger regionalism
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through the revision of the Constitution in 1982. And as Sweden began to
Europeanize, the European Local Government Charter went into effect in
Sweden from November 1989. The European Local Autonomy Charter has
influenced the establishment of a new Swedish law in 1991. Then in 1991,
the New Local Government Act reinforced the modern system of Swedish
local government. The core of the Act was the reorganization of
administrative areas, and since the enactment of the Act, Sweden has
largely consisted of two local autonomous regions, kommun and Lansting.
Based on the law of Commonwealth, Lansting and kommun’s roles are
clearly distinguished. Landsting’s main role is to support public services
such as public transportation and public health in Lan and has the authority
to impose income taxes to cover operating expenses. kommun covers a
wide range of services, including housing, roads, water and waste
treatment, schools, public welfare, senior citizens” welfare and child care.
Moreover, the Swedish Social Servicing Act stipulates legally that the
company should provide various social services to its residents from cash
support. In Sweden, local governments are in charge of most of the welfare
services, providing welfare services that are not far from the general
public. Not only is local autonomy a tool for social reform policies, but it
is also very important for democracy in Sweden.



IM. The main contents of the Swedish Constitution Law

» Sweden sets out representative institutions and local governments as means
of realizing democracy in Article 1 of the Government Organization Act, one
of the basic laws of Sweden, which is the constitution. The clause is a very
firm position by stipulating local governments in the Constitution as an
institution of democratic realization and governmental authority, without
discriminating between the government and local government. And the
principle of proportionality in the Swedish Constitution and the EU’s
multilayered governance management have further strengthened the
autonomy and independence of Swedish local governments. However, the
independent but limited autonomy in autonomy often creates friction with
central government requirements for autonomous communities. From the
perspective of the central government, which tends to limit the autonomy
of local governments, it can sometimes be considered unnecessary. But the
principle of local government is a priority in local law. The full text of the
law states that local autonomy is not an absolute total. In addition, the text
states that it is the National Assembly(Liksdag) that defines the powers and
responsibilities of local governments.

» kommun and Lansting serve for democracy and local autonomy in
governing all aspects of the law and other relevant laws (Article 1, Chapter
2). The voting rights of kommun and Lansting are exercised by local
councils consisting of members elected by the general election. The right
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to vote for Lansting and his proxy shall be granted to members of kommun
and those who have the right to vote for the election of their representative
(Chapter 1 and 8). The matters concerning the change of parcels are
subject to the Act on the Separation of kommun and Lansing (1979:411)
in Sweden (Chapter 1 and 10). The members of kommun are those who
are registered in the country, those who own property within the country,
and those who are obliged to pay local taxes. It is also considered a
member of the European Union who lives in kommun. The voting right to
elect a representative and a representative is registered to the Swedish
National or European Union citizenship for three consecutive years before
the election, whichever is the third consecutive year before the election.
This right to vote is also granted to those who have EU citizenship and live
in the country (Chapter 1 and 7).

The existence of Swedish local government is guaranteed by the
Constitution, but there is no detailed regulation in the Constitution that
defines local government. While Swedish domestic laws, including the
Constitution, set goals and form a framework at the national level, there
is room for the local government to do so on the detailed methods of
achieving those goals. Although the political system in Sweden has been
decentralized and deviated in power, all power and distribution have been
approved by Congress. Local government regulations or ordinances are
made to the extent that they are not violated.



» In the case of Sweden, Chapter 1, Article 7, Article 8, Article 1, Article 7
of Article 1, Article 7 of Article 1, Article 7 of Article 1, Article 7 of Article
1, Article 8, Article 7 of Article 8 of Article 146 of the Constitution alone
Compared to Korea, the number of condolences is much larger and more
specific. Such detailed and numerous regulations reduce the possibility of
various interpretations and prevent the corruption or distortion of local
governments by political majority. According to Article 14 of the
Government Organization Act, one of the basic laws of Sweden, "the local
government may impose taxes for the management of its offices." In
addition, under the Cognition Act, Cognac and Lansting are authorized to
impose taxes on the performance of their duties (Chapter 1 and 3). In fact,
the financial independence of Cognac is almost 100 percent and there is
no state subsidy. This is because Sweden has constitutionally guaranteed
that local governments could lift taxes. In this regard, it can be seen as
an independent political system from the central government.

VI. Characteristics of the Swedish municipal system

» Today, Sweden’s decentralization is receiving much attention around the world, as
it is considered to be effective and efficient. Indeed, Sweden has achieved fiscal
and operational efficiencies due to decentralization, increased choice of public
services to citizens, and simultaneously achieved fiscal efficiency, high public
services and regional development by providing the specialized and individual
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services they need. First of all, the core of decentralization is the drastic
decentralization of governance to local governments.

» Keywords: Swedish local government, Government Organization Act, kommun,
Landsting, Decentralization
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o}, eolo] Apilo] ke 7S e 4 QAR Aol RE AAAY 5L Dol

FamelAolT}ss),

TASKS OF COUNTY

COUNCILS

Mandatory tasks:

* Health and medical care

* Dental care for children and
young people up to 20 years age

K'FOR
TIES AND
NCILS

Voluntary tasks:
* Leisure and cu

® Technical services Mandatory task:
* Energy provision * Regional and local
 Street maintenance public transport

Z£4: Swedish Government(2005), Local government in Sweden - organisation, activities and finance, Ministry of
Finance. p. 10/ https://www.vannas.se/default.aspx?di=2056 (Z|EH-E, 2018.7.7)

54) https://www.informationsverige.se/Engelska/Samhalle/Samhallsorientering/Pages/S%C3%A5-fungerar-din-kommun.
aspx (2018.09.27. & WE)
55) Hr53] 91(2007), AFIAARRIEA O] AR, FAL
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