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Abstract

Crisis Management Law in Japan

Kim, Chi-Hwan*

Interest in crisis management 1S Now growing.

We would find ourselves exposed to many natural disasters and acci-
dents these days, such as earthquakes, volcanic eruptions, floods, terrors,
hijacking, computer hacking, etc. These disasters or accidents inflict
damages to our lives and properties. But we cannot foretell exactly the
outbreaks of disasters or accidents in spite of their dangerousness. The
impossibility of precognition and the perilous dangerousness of disasters
and accidents make us uneasy and, when outbroken, can drive our society
mto crisis. This is the reason why we have to prepare and study Crisis
Management Law System.

This study focuses on the Crisis Management Law of natural disaster
department only. The purpose of the study is to introduce the Crisis
Management Law  System  of  Japan-especially the  Countermeasures
against General Disasters Act-which, I think, is an advanced one to our
country and from which I find out some helpful suggestions so as to be
able to review and develop our own Crisis Management Law System.

Japan suffered a big disaster in 199, what they «call the Great
Hanshin-Awaji  Earthquake’, which severely damaged Kobe area near
Osaka province. This disaster brought Japan to amend the above-
mentioned  Countermeasures  against  General Disasters Act  several — times
and became the fuse leading to a large scale review of crisis management
law system. So it is very useful and necessary to understand the
discussions on the crisis management law system of Japan. This study

summaries about four points as suggestions.

% Associate Research Fellow, Korea Legislation Research Institute, Ph. D in law



