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Abstract

Law of Support for Partner after a Divorce
in Korea and Germany

Cho, Eun—Hee

The cases of divorces are on the increase both in Germany and in Korea.
And so, it is important for a larger number of couples to know many
financial and other problems involving divorce they to face.

Very often the wife is in a socially worse situation, because she has
fewer job opportunities and she cares for the children.

The law of consequences after a divorce is more exactly worked out in
Germany than in Korea. In Korea it is more often a matter of opinion of
the court than in Germany.

Three important financial possibilities in  Germany are equalization of
the surplus, maintenance and equalization of the pension after divorce.
Two important financial possibilities in Korea are claim of property
shares and claim of alimony.

Both countries have different legal systems for divorce. Unlike Korean
law, German law has the provisions of a claim of support after divorce.
This includes analysis of such differences.

Man and wife are not under the duty to support each other after divorce
both in Korea and Germany. Korea’s claim of property shares and claim
of alimony, however, is not enough for the protection of a partner who is
in socially weak position.

It is required to adopt the necessary measures for such person in Korea.
That is why we must have the law of support after divorce.

This study shows how the German law can be utilized as a model for

legislation governing divorce in Korea.

* Invited Research Fellow, Korea Legislation Research Institute, Dr. jur.
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