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A Legal Study on the Introduction of Environment Tax

Kim, Myong-Yong*

This paper reviews the issues on the introduction of environment tax in
Korea. Tt is viewed that among the policy tools as to the environmental
problems, the most efficient method in controling environmental —pollution
indirectly on the behavior of the economic people is through an economic
device which is one of the indirect regulatory methods. Typical methods
include an imposition system of environmental charges subsidizing —system
which grants economic benefit to the voluntary repression of pollution, a
marketable discharge permit system, etc. Among the systems oriented to
help protect environment in indirect method, it is highly recommended to
introduce environment taxation system In recent days, the reason why an
establishment of the environment tax is gradually obtaining consensus out of
the methods presented through various approaching methods is that such
tax can be a resource in developing additional fiscal revenue. Environment
tax is levied for the purpose of environment protection, and regarded as a
kind of environment protection vehicle which is levied depending on the level
of environment pollution. The purpose of the environment tax assesment is
to encourage environment—friendly behaviour and to allocate fiscal revenues
for environment protection.

A mumber of countries (Japan, Germany, EU, Denmark) have introduced or
are considering to introduce environment tax as a part of general taxation
policy, simultaneously proceeding with other tax sSystem revisions. As
general situation of these countries is not the same as that of Korea, the
cases of such countries which have already introduced environment tax
system cannot be directly applied to Korea.

This paper also emphasizes the importance on reforms of energy tax
system which should to be introduced after a deep consideration of the
current tax system, the impact on the economy, and the effectiveness of total
environmental system

* Associate Research Fellow, Korea Legislation Research Institute, Dr. jur.
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