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Abstract

Legal Status of Residents in the Sinuiju Special Administrative Region
and the Issue of South Koreans’ Advancement to that Area

Jhe, Seong—-Hox*

According to the Basic Law on the Sinujju Special Administrative Region
(SSAR) of 2002, people living in that area who have the right of being
Sinuiju residents are given special legal protection. SSAR's residents are to
be distinguished from North Korean ordinary nationals or public citizens in
point of their legal status. If's because the capacity of being SSAR’s residents
is open not only to North Korean public citizens but also to foreigners. In spite
of the absence of articles relating to South Koreans in the Basic Law, it is
proper to presume by analogy that the ROK citizens could be SSAR's
residents.

But South Koreans must not take official duty, including inauguration as
the chief administrative officer of SSAR. That's why such an act is regarded
as cooperating with or supplying assistance to the “anti-state organization”
(which covers the DPRK), as provided in the ROKs National Security Law.
So it is shaply in conflict with duty of being loyal to the country and
prohibited under the present ROK's legal system In order for South Koreans
to take office in the SSAR, the existing laws and regulations regarding
inter-Korean exchanges and cooperation should be revised or supplemented
in the positive direction.

* Professor, Department of Law, Chung-Ang Univ.
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