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Absbract

BSE Countermeasures Laws in Japan
Kim, Chi-Hwan®

Bovine spongiform encephalepathy(BSE), alse known as mad cow disease
i3 a tranemizsible brain dizease of cattle characterized by progressive
degeneration of the nervous syvstem. Cases in cattle were first reported in the
United Kingdom in 1986, In 1996, ancther new disease, variant Creutzfeldu
Jakob Diseasze, or vCJID, was detected in humans and linked 1o the BEE
epidemic in cattle. Consumption of contaminated meal and other food
products from cattle is presumed Lo be the cause,

In Asia. Japan was the first country where the BSE has broken cut. The
first case in cattle was reported ab Chiba prefecture on 10 September 2001,
Japan, since then, has taken a series of measures W manage the risk of BSE,
i protect public health and re-establish consumer conflldence. Thiz study
shows the several messures Laken by Japan, especially from Lhe legislative
point of view.

Because it is net sufficient to recommend just safe practices. Such prac
tices must also be rigorously enforced, ideally through legislation, and
contrallsd through inspection by veterinary and food authorities.

Act on special measures for BSE control, Traceability Act and Framework
Aet on Food Safety were established newly in Japan. These Acls provided for
Iots of measures, for exampls, o alford the consumer betler protection by
improving information on the origin of meat, Lo prohibit all use of material
presenting a BEE risk, e shull, including brain and eves, Lonsils and spinal
cord of bovines, to place bans on the use of meat-and-bone meal feed, Lo
conduet active surveillance, amd so0 on,

* Azsociate Research Fellow, Korea Legislation Hesearch Institute, Ph, I in law
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