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System and Prospects of Social Welfare Law

Cheon, Kwang-Seok*

The social welfare law concerning the children, the elderly and the disabled
has been sufficiently in the center of the discussion in the academic as well as
practical arena. One can find however rarely academic proposals about the way
of understanding, spheres affiliated with this legal system, and systematic
characteristics. So these problems stay now vague. This article aims to approach
to these points of issue. First, it tries to reveal the physical, psychological and
psychic characteristics of these group of people. These situation are not to be
effectively protected by norms and measures provided by other instruments of
social security, i.e. social insurances and social assistances. Second, based upon
these functional limits inherent to these instruments of social security the own
system of the social welfare law is explored in this article. The discussing points
are as follows; 1. the concept of social welfare law, 2. as core principles;
realization of the personality and freedom based upon self-determination right,
universalism and equality. 3. rearrangements of the legal provisions to bring
harmony with the legal purpose and function of social welfare law. Finally, it
is pointed that the evaluation of the relevant legislation is essential, since in this

area the difference between the norm purpose and the reality could be immense.

Key Words : Social Welfare Law, Self-determination, Children,
the Disabled, the Elderly
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