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Features of International Marriage of Vietnamese Immigrant
Women and Plans for Institutional Improvement

Moon, Heung-Ahn"

Ever since Korea and Vietnam reestablished diplomatic relations, the two
countries’bond has become stronger than ever, augmenting the range of exchange
between them in almost every possible field including politics, economy, society,
and culture at such a high speed. Among many, an increase in number of
Vietnamese immigrant women in international marriage is worthy of close
attention. Since 2010, Vietnamese has topped the proportion of total foreign
women married to Korean men, having surpassed Chinese.

Nonetheless, the quick international marriage between Korean men and
Vietnamese women, which usually happens without sufficient time to get to know
about different cultures and languages, has not only raised problems for people
concerned, but numerous social issues as well. Recognizing these problems, a
number of government departments have provided various support on policies and
legal issues toprotect multicultural families as a means of social integration and
settlement support. Nevertheless, the support policies until now have been
generalizing all of the immigrant women in international marriage as people
subject to protection. Thus, considering every immigrant women as people in
need, and trying to help them with various social issues have caused the
government a high cost and low efficiency.

This thesis emphasizes the point that through the cases of Vietnamese
immigrant women in international marriage, there should be a specific support
plan for specific people in need, reflecting various traits of different cultures and
societies, in order to ease their settlement in Korea. Moreover, it suggests detailed
plans for improvements on legal and institutional problems. Although the
Vietnamese government forbids commercial agents for international marriage,
many of agencies are still active and to help the immigrant women, who desire
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Abstract

to return and resettle in Vietnam in case of divorce, this thesis suggests legal
and institutional remedies for Korean and Vietnamese government.

The composition of the thesis follows below: Part Il on social and cultural traits
of international marriage between Korean men and Vietnamese women. Part 111
on institutional problems and plans for improvements regarding settlement of
immigrant women in international marriage. Part 1V on legal and institutional
problems and plans for improvements regarding divorced immigrant women and
their return to Vietnam. Part V on conclusion.

Divorce is not a flaw anymore nowadays, but in case of Viethamese immigrant
women ininternational marriage, an inadequate legal system hampers their
resettlement process. Cases of not being ableto remove their own names from the
family register due to poor financial and legal abilities are often identified and
it is both the Vietnamese and Korean governments’duty to acquit their ethical
responsibilities by seeking ways to institutionally and financially support them.

Key Words : Vietnam Immigrant Women, Breakoff of
International marriage, International marriage,
Marriage Brokers Business Management Act,
Divorce, Nationality Act, Foreign Immigrant Women
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