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Abstract

Health and Medical Practice Revisited
with a Historical Review of Health Care Legislature and
Application to Health Policy

Bae, Hyun-A"-Kim, Hyo-Sin”+ Kang, Min-Ah™"

Understanding the concepts of health and medical practice are significant
because they are the basis of health and medical policy and law. How legislators,
policy makers, and the public perceive those concepts defines the direction of
legislation and policy making. This study aims to show the changes of the
concepts by reviewing the history of major Statutes relating to health and
medicine. Alongside medicalization of human conditions and daily activities, the
concepts of health and medical practice also expanded. On the other hand, as
technologies of health and medicine have specialized and segmented, the large
portion of public services of the past is now provided by the private sector. We
argue that the actual laws and decisions by the judiciary should be responsive
to social and scientific changes, which may cause the changes of the perceptions
of health and medical practice. By doing so, they not only can have actual legal
force but also even initiate a movement for establishing new medical policy or

law.

Key Words : the concept of health, medical practice, medical policy
and law, historical study
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