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Abstract

:

A Study on the Meaning of ‘the Improvement and Development 
of Culture' under Article 1 of the Korea Copyright Act

 Lee, Byoung-Kyu*
85)

Article 1 of the Korea Copyright Act stipulates that the purpose of this Act 

is to protect the rights of authors and the rights neighboring on them and to 

promote fair use of works in order to contribute to the improvement and 

development of culture.  Hence, the improvement and development of culture is 

the final goal of the Copyright Act and should be the essential standard of the 

interpretation and application of the law.  However, most of Korean copyright 

scholars do not explain the meaning of it and they even assume that protection 

of the copyright and promotion of fair use themselves are deemed as it.   

The meaning of the improvement and development of culture should be derived 

from the Constitution and there is a principle of the nation of culture as one of 

the basic constitutional principles.  Pursuant to the principle of the nation of 

culture, the improvement and development of culture means maximization of the 

right of enjoyment from culture by the building of the ecology for the sustainable 

production and consumption of the works.  This should be not only the legislative 

purpose of the Copyright Act but also the goal of culture policy.  

* Associate Professor of Law, Myongji University College of Law/Attorney at Law




