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Abstract

A Study on the Legal Status of North Korean Defectors

Son, Hyun-Jin*

North Korean defectors had left North Korea often to escape from food shortages
in the mid-1990s. Since the 2000s, the reasons of their flee from North Korea have
more resulted from their exposure to external information, and a desire for
democracy and freedom. However, North Korean defectors living in China are not
recognized as refugees and thus subject to various human rights violations including
forced repatriation. It needs to be thought that wether North Korean defectors who
escape from North Korea are political refugees under international law. If they are
not recognized as refugees in their new countries, it is imperative to consider a
possible way to protect their human rights under international law. The problem of
recognition of the refugee status of a person is a matter of involving the
sovereignty of individual countries, however, the Convention Relating to the Status
of Refugees should provide protection of their unique rights, as recognizes by the
UNHCR, and their status should be treated as a refugees issue in a broad sense. In
the future, it is a necessary to establish international solidarity among individual
countries, the UN General Assembly, the decisions of the Human Rights Council
and support of UNHCR, to anticipate the need for the refugee recognition and the
protection of International Human Rights in preparation for possible mass

defections and refugees from North Korea.

Key Words : North Korean Defectors, Refugees, Convention
Relating to the Status of Refugees, UN Human rights
Council, Protocol Relating to the Status of Refugees,
United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees,
principle of non-refoulment
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