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Abstract

A study on specialized hospitals and allowed range of internet
advertisement

Lee, Byung-Jun*

Recently, a specialized hospital designation system has been introduced. In this
regard, it is a question of whether a hospital can be searched by using the term
'specialized hospital' or 'specialized' in Internet online search. In this paper, it was
examined whether there is a possibility that the medical institution might be
mistaken as a specialized hospital designated by the Ministry of Health and Welfare
when the concept of 'specialized hospital' or 'specialized was used in
advertisements.

The name specialized hospitals can basically have three general meaning. So, if
there is a possibility of confusion or misunderstanding in connection with this
general meaning, it may be false advertising. The use of concepts other than these
general meanings in law does not mean that general meaning disappears from
consumer perception. Therefore, although the concept of a specialized hospital in
the medical service act is defined in a special sense, the meaning of the specialized
hospital should also be considered according to general recognition.

In conclusion, the "Guideline for Specialized Hospital Advertising" prepared by
the Ministry of Health and Welfare shows that the establishment of a wide range of
prohibition limits the freedom of expression of medical institutions.

In addition, the comprehensive prohibition of search terms such as 'specialized',
and 'advanced' prevents consumers from freely searching for medical institutions
with expertise. These guidelines, which are being deprived of the opportunity for
professional medical institutions to advertise themselves appropriately, must be

thoroughly reviewed.

* Professor of HUFS Lawschool, Seoul.
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