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Improvement of Personal Information Protection Laws in the era
of the 4th industrial revolution

Choi, Kyoung-jin*

In the course of the emergence and development of new ICT technologies and
services such as Big Data, Internet of Things and Artificial Intelligence, the future
will change by these new innovations in the Fourth Industrial Revolution. The
future of this fourth industrial revolution will change and our future will be
data-based society or economy. Since there is personal information at the center of
it, the development of the economy through the utilization of personal information
will depend on how to make the personal information protection laws. In Korea,
which is trying to lead the 4th industrial revolution, it is a legal interest that can not
give up the use of personal information, and also it is an important legal benefit that
can not give up the personal interests of individuals who want to protect from
personal information. Therefore, it is necessary to change the law on personal
information protection in a rational way to harmonize the two. In this regard, this
article discusses the problems of duplication and incompatibility of the personal
information protection law, the scope of application of the personal information
protection law and the uncertainty of the judgment standard, the lack of flexibility
responding to the demand for the use of reasonable personal information, And there
is a problem of reverse discrimination against domestic area compared to the
regulated blind spot in foreign countries. In order to solve these problems and to
improve the legislation of personal information protection in the era of the fourth
industrial revolution, we proposed to consider both personal information protection
and safe use by improving the purpose and regulation direction of the personal
information protection law. The balance and harmony between the systematical
maintenance of the personal information protection legislation and laws and

regulations were also set as important directions. It is pointed out that the

* Professor of Law, Gachon University
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Abstract

establishment of rational judgment criteria and the legislative review to clarify it are
necessary for the constantly controversial personal information definition regulation
and the method of allowing anonymization information as the intermediate domain.
In addition to the legislative review for the legitimate and non-invasive use of
personal information, there is a need to improve the collective consent system for
collecting personal information to differentiate the subject and to improve the
legislation to ensure the effectiveness of the regulation on the movement of personal
information between countries. In addition to the issues discussed in this article,
there may be a number of challenges, but overall, the protection and use of personal

information should be harmonized while maintaining the direction indicated above.

Key Words : Fourth Industrial Revolution, Personal Data, Personal
Information, Personal Information Protection Act,
Information Network Act, Big Data, Internet of
Things(loT), Artificial Intelligence(A.l.)
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