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Abstract

A legal study on a Street Performance

Lee, Jang-Hee*

This paper deals with the legal meaning and issues of street performances. The
key elements in the legal sense of street performances (or artistic performances) are
'‘public places' and 'artistic activities'. Therefore, as far as belongs to "artistic
activities in public places", we can call them in principle as street performances
regardless of its level of art, whether they are paid or not, size of performances or
genre of artistic activities.

Street performances are a way for anyone to freely participate and enjoy art by
being performed on open places. In addition, street performances can be seen as
more popular and democratic artistic acts than mainstream art culture in that anyone
can become street performers. Although street performances are in vogue and
becoming a universal cultural phenomenon, they do not appear to be legally
organized yet.

However, we don't have to strictly regulate street performances on the grounds
that they are something different and special. Instead, they should let their street
performances be freely performed and enjoyed in accordance with the constitutional
law that guarantees the freedom of art or the freedom of artistic expression. Of
course, it is necessary to modify the relevant laws on key issues raised regarding
street performances. Finally, for street performances to be well established as
cultural phenomenon, it should be harmonized that efforts to observe the law and
orders by street performers, mature rituals and cultural tolerances of citizens who
enjoy street performances, and efforts to realize the purpose of cultural countries

and to promote street performances by governments.

* Assistant Professor of Department of Law, Changwon National University
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