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[Abstract]

Some Legislative Issues Surrounding the Concept of So-called
"Autonomous Vehicles" under the Automobile Management Act
-In Light of Discussions on Civil Liability-

Byung-Suck Lee”

If a self-driving vehicle causes an accident that causes death or injury to a person while
driving without human driving, who is liable for the damage? There is an active discussion
about the subject of the civil liability and the applicable Act ahead of the advent of the
so—called 'autonomous vehicle'(Article 2-1-3 of the Automobile Management Act). Of
course, the discussion is possible only when there is a so—called 'autonomous vehicle'.
However, the so—called ‘autonomous vehicle' can not exist, and if it is real, it will be an
‘vehicle of auto driving type’ that is not subject of the civil liability but a self-driving vehicle.
It is because the term ‘autonomy' can be used only for human beings, and it can be called
so—called ‘autonomous vehicle', which is a subject of the civil liability and can drive itself.
In this respect, Article 2-1-3 of the Automobile Management Act is absurd, and | think
that the discussion based on this provision is wrong. This paper focuses on this point and
has carried out some legislative issues related to the concept of so—called ‘autonomous
vehicles' in the Automobile Management Act at the point of civil liability. As a result, it
is urgently required to revise Article 2-1 of the current Automobile Management Act, the
Article 27-1 proviso of the same Act, and other related regulations.

Key Words: Article 2-1-3 of the Automobile Management Act, Article 27-1 proviso of the
Automobile Management Act, autonomy, autonomous vehicle, vehicle of
automatic driving type, subject of liability for damages, operating the
automobile
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