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Institute of State and Law was also Vietnam’s first institution authorized by the Government to offer
postgraduate legal education (in 1985 for doctoral study and in 1991 for master study). Before the
educational function is transferred to Graduate Academy of Social Sciences, until 2010, the Institute had
trained 97 doctoral and 593 master graduates of law whom are undertaking important posts in the political
system at central and local levels, and key lecturers at other research and educational institutions.
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Prof. Dr. Nguyen Duc Minh(Director of Institute of State and Law)
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Institute of State and Law (the Institute) under Vietnam Academy of Social Sciences

is an institution for fundamental research on state and law established in 1967. In
Vietnam, the Institute is considered the first institution to conduct comprehensive and
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systemic research on historical development of Vietnam’s state and law. The Institute’s
works and findings have made vital impacts on political and legal life in Vietnam,
and contributed greatly to providing scientific and practical grounds, developing
jurisprudence, and addressing Vietnam’s urgent legal issues.

Since its inception, the Institute was assigned with research tasks on fundamental
theoretical issues relating to state and law in service of the development of the
Northern and the struggle for national unification. The Institute made significant
contributions to clarify political - legal issues in the Geneva Accords of 1954 and the
Paris Peace Accords relating to Vietnam; and to explain legal issues for diplomatic
struggles and national unification in terms of state and law.

During the process of national reform and transition to market economy from
centrally planned economy (Doi Moi), the Institute has placed a focus on providing
theoretical and practical aspects of the rule-of-law-based state, historical root, factors
and potentials for the building thereof in Vietnam. The outstanding contributions of
the Institute are to form a viewpoint and identify features of the socialist rule-of-law-
based state. The Institute has provided scientific grounds for a leap in thinking and
awareness of the Communist Party of Vietnam on the building and improvement of
the Socialist Rule-of-law-based State of Vietnam. The Institute initiated legal research
on competition and consumer protection. It soon found the need for sociology of law
and comparative law research. Its research has shed further light on theoretical and
legal issues on Vietnam’s political regime. Its research findings on the organization and
operation of the rule-of-law-based state have been referenced and used to certain
extent by the Constitution drafting organ for the amendment of the 2001 Constitution
and enactment of the 2013 Constitution. The Institute also provides scientific grounds
for state apparatus, administrative, and judicial reforms in Vietnam. The Institute is also
one of pioneers in proposing legislative strategies, theoretical and practical grounds and
content thereof. The Institute was also the first institution to propose the placement
of the court at the center of the judiciary. Hence, it was suggested that judicial reform
goes hand in hand with people’s court reform in terms of organization and operation.

Throughout historical periods, Institute of State and Law has participated in
assessing the efficiency and effectiveness of laws in various fields. It has formulated
novel viewpoints on the law and legal system for the reform (Doi moi) period. The
Institute has analyzed subjective and objective factors influencing the legal system,
and development of social relations. It has participated in and contributed to providing
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scientific grounds for the formulation of legal framework on reform process, national
industrialization and modernization, strengthening the socialist rule-of-law-based
state, development of market economy with socialist orientation, and promotion of
democracy and international integration. The Institute proactively addresses the need
for the formulation of numerous legal documents in contribution to identify standing
points, governing principles and models under various acts.

Institute of State and Law was also Vietnam'’s first institution authorized by the
Government to offer postgraduate legal education (in 1985 for doctoral study and
in 1991 for master study). Before the educational function is transferred to Graduate
Academy of Social Sciences, until 2010, the Institute had trained 97 doctoral and
593 master graduates of law whom are undertaking important posts in the political
system at central and local levels, and key lecturers at other research and educational
institutions. At present, the Institute’s researchers with academic titles remain as the
core academic staff in postgraduate programmes in law, public policy, human rights,
and social work in Graduate Academy of Social Sciences.

Institute of State and Law has its own law journal, State and Law Review, which is
the highly reputable law journal in Vietnam. It is the mouthpiece of the Institute, and
also serves as common forum for legal community of Vietnam.

Achievements of the Institute have been recognized by the State. As a result, the
Institute is awarded various prestigious titles by the State of Vietnam, such as Second-
class Labor Title (in 1984) and First-class Labor Title (in 2008 and 2017). State and
Law Review is awarded Third-class Labor Title (in 2002), Second-class Labor Title (in
2012)
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Institute of State and Law conducts functions of fundamental research on state and
law; providing scientific grounds for the Communist Party and State of Vietnam in the
formulation and implementation of lines, strategies, plans, and policies on the building
and development of state and law; participating in training, fostering knowledge and
developing human resource for legal research; giving policy advice and other issues on
state and law, and offering legal services in demand of the society.

The current tasks of Institute of State and Law are provided under Article 4 of
the Rule on Organization and Operation thereof issued in tandem with Decision No.
2056/QD-KHXH dated 30 November 2017 of the President of Vietnam Academy of
Social Sciences. Regular and main research tasks of the Institute are as follows:

(1)  Research on history of Vietnam'’s state and law; sociology of law; comparative
law.

(2) Research on theoretical and practical issues on state, political system and
for the improvement of political system, legal system and legal reform of
Vietnam.

(3) Combining research and training, legal knowledge fostering in the field of
state and law; undergraduate and postgraduate training, developing high
quality human resource at request of Vietnam Academy of Social Sciences
and other institutions and organs domestically and internationally.

(4)  Giving commentary on and review of draft legal document, socio - economic
development projects at request of ministries, sectors, provinces and
Vietnam Academy of Social Sciences.

(5)  Organizing scientific consultation, providing public services compatible with
the Institute’s mandates and functions.

(6) Cooperation with domestic and international organizations, organs, and
individuals for research, training, and application of science; organizing and
attending domestic and foreign conferences and workshops in accordance
with the law and rules of Vietnam Academy of Social Sciences.
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(1.1) The role, mandates, and functions of the state in the building of the rule-
of-law-based state, development of market economy, industrialization and
modernization in the context of Industry 4.0 , promotion and protection of

human rights, international and regional integration.

(1.2) People sovereignty in the new context;
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Organization of state powers in the rule-of-law-based state;

State governance in professional, modern manner with promotion of
creativity and people’s mastery;

Research on the theory and doctrine of the socialist rule-of-law-based State
of Vietnam;

Theoretical and practical issues relating to political system and relations
among the Party, State and People therein;

Models for local governments, local governance; mechanisms for allocation
and enforcement of powers between central and local governments;
Theoretical and practical research on legislative, administrative, and judicial
reforms in the context of building and improvement of the socialist rule-
of-law-based state, democracy practicing, promotion of human rights and
international integration in Vietnam;

Comparative study on state;

(1.10) Contemporary legal values in the history of state and law of Vietnam and

(2)
21

(2.8)

(2.9

other countries.

Research on law

The role, values and functions of the law in the new context; development
trend of Vietnam’s law ; regional sustainable development institutions; social
security;

Legal institutions of market economy with socialist orientation along with
common criteria of a modern market economy and international integration;
Legal grounds for the formulation and operation of market factors;

Legal policy;

The rule of law culture;

Theoretical and practical research on human rights, fundamental rights of
citizens; legal mechanism for the promotion and protection of human rights,
fundamental rights of citizens in Vietnam;

Situation of legal violations, particularly corruption-related crimes and
measures to combat and prevent corruption, organized crimes, cybercrimes,
trans-boundary crimes, drug-related and money laundering crimes;

Modern international law; international law of the sea; theoretical and
practical research on the implementation of international commitments and
free trade agreements;

Theoretical and practical research on enforcement of the law; practice of the
implementation of the Constitution;

Institutional reform for the promotion of innovation and development;
regulations on renewable and clean energies;

(2.10) Comparative law and laws of certain regions and countries;

(2.11) Summarization of 30 years of scientific research on state and law.
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