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[Abstract]

Reconsidering the Legal Definition of the Public
Municipal Art Museum

Jihoon Kim*

Museums and Art Museums Act was enacted in Nov. 30th, 1991, that was basically
rooted in Museums Act passed in 1984 and substituted it. For the first time the newly
enacted law manifested the legal conception of art museum but also public municipal art
museum. According to Art Museums Act of 1991, public municipal art museum is
established and run by local government. Museums Act defined the public municipal
museum is the museum local authority founded. Museums and Art Museum Act is
differentiated from its predecessor for stressing the managerial conception on public
municipal art museum. After its legislation, the definition of public municipal art museum
has never revised. Its legal conception changed only one time, when Museums Act was
abolished and Museums and Art Museums Support Act adopted. In contrast, the definition
of art museum has been modified twice until 2020, although they were not dramatic.

In this study, | pose a question considering the appropriateness of the legal definition
of public municipal art museums. The Korean society has experienced a variety of changes
socially, economically, and politically after the enactment of the Art Museums Act. In
accordance with Museums and Art Museums Support Act, public municipal art museum
is conceptualized by 4 key words; art museum, local autonomous body, foundation, and
management. Based upon the historical transition of art museum and local autonomy, and
the reality of its establishment and management, | examine the extent how far its legal
definition is suitable to embrace the public municipal art museums in practice.

Key Words: Art Museum, Public Art Museum, Public Municipal Art Museum, Legal Definition of
Public Municipal Art Museum, Museum Law, Museum Act, Museum Policy,
Museums and Art Museums Support Act

* Ph.D. Candidate at Hanyang University
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