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[Abstract]

Significance and the Evaluation of Enactment of
“General Act on Administrative Law”

Jean Soo Rhee*

The “General Act on Administrative Law” aims to “contribute to the protection of the
rights and interests of the people by stipulating the principles and basic matters of
administration, securing democratic and legality of administration, and improving the
adequacy and efficiency”. The "General Act on Administrative Law, is enacted by the
Ministry of Legislation.

The "General Act on Administrative Law, submitted to the National Assembly consists
of 4 chapters and 43 articles. The chapter 1 is about the general rules, and the chapter
2 is about the legal principles of administration. And the chapter 3 is about administrative
action, and the chapter 4 is about legislative activities of the administration, etc. In this
study, the main contents of the General Act on Administrative Law and the implications
of the enactment of the General Act on Administrative Law were examined. In summary,
the General Act on Administrative Law has three meanings: 1) legislating general
provisions of the administrative law, 2) expanding the remedy for the rights of the people,
and 3) governing the legislative functions of the administration. In addition, it is important
to note that the enactment of the General Act on Administrative Law has the meaning of
establishing a code of conduct for public officials. It is also important to suggest a new
model for government legislation through the process of enacting the act.

Considering that there is consensus in the field of academia and practice in the
enactment of the "General Act on Administrative Law,, and that most of the provisions are
stipulated with the laws already applied, there is no great problem in the legislation, | think.
This is because our situation is very different from the cases of the United States and
Germany, where there had been long debates over the enactment of the Federal
Administrative Procedure Act. We look forward to the prompt legislation of the "General
Act on Administrative Law .

Key Words: Administrative Law, General Act on Administrative Law, Statutory Law,
Codification, General Act

* Assistant professor, Seoul National University Graduate School of Public Administration
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