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[Abstract]
A Comparative Study on Revision of Design Act in Japan
Gi-sung Choi*

The revised Design Act in Japan come into force on 1 April 2020 and there will be many
changes of design protection system in Japan. The basic purpose of that revision is to
expand or strengthen the protection of design rights. Design Protection Act in Korea has
influenced by Design Act in Japan. This paper introduces contents of the revision especially
focusing on expansion of design right and compares it with Design Protection Act in Korea.

First, according to the revision, the concept of design for GUI and for building and interior
is introduced. Definition of design has been reviewed for these designs to be protected
by the design right.

Second, the revision enhances the Related Design system. It has been decided that the
period of application for the related designs should be extended and a design registration
could be granted for the related designs that are applied before the date which has elapsed
10 years from the application of the principal designs. In addition, provisions have been
reviewed with the aim of consecutively protecting designs that are similar only to the
related designs.

Third, new type of indirect infringement acts is added. By defining subjective factors such
as “the knowledge that an object can be used for the working of a registered design”,
actions such as the manufacture and import of disassembled individual parts which may
constitute infringing products can be controlled as indirect infringement.

Forth, it changes in the duration of design rights. The expiration date of the design right
will be the date on which has elapsed 25 years from the filing date.

Key Words: Design Protection Act, GUI design, building design, get-up, related designs,
indirect infringement, term of design right

* Attorney at law, Law Firm KHL
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