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[Abstract]

Current Legislation on Juvenile Drunk Driving in South Korea
and its Countermeasures

Kyoung-Hee Baek*, Young-Joo Shim**

Alcohol consumption in adolescence, a period of social and emotional vulnerabilities,
affects the neurological, physical, and emotional health of adolescents. Moreover, as
aggression is expressed externally, a high possibility of harming others exists, eventually
leading to social and economic risks. Another problem is unlicensed drunk driving or
juveniles driving after drinking alcoholic beverages that are classified as harmful drugs
for youth. These drunk—driving incidents occur frequently, causing much damage.

Current South Korean legislation, specifically the Juvenile Protection Act, defines a
juvenile as a person under the age of 19. The Juvenile Protection Act also prohibits selling
alcoholic beverages that are classified as harmful drugs to juveniles. The Road Traffic Act
prohibits driving while intoxicated, and a person younger than 18 years of age cannot
legally obtain a driver's license. If a juvenile causes harm to the body or property of another
person while driving under the influence of alcohol, such an act will not only require
compensation for damages arising from the unlawful act under Article 750 of the Civil Act,
but it will also increase the liability for the juvenile’s supervisor’s breach of the duty of
care.

In the United States, the age at which a driver can obtain a license is lower than Korea,
but many states prohibit drinking alcohol until 21 years of age and are strengthening the
punishment for those who are prohibited from drinking alcohol and cause accidents
because they drove drunk. The juvenile drunk driving system in the U.S. should be
reviewed to identify the implications of setting a minimum age requirement for drinking
alcohol, the sanctions that can be imposed on juvenile offenders who drink alcohol, and
how to impose liability on juvenile drunk driving offenders.

Key Words: Adolescence, Drunk driving, Youth Protection Act, Road Traffic Act,
Legal liability
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