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[Abstract]

United Nations Security Council Sanctions against North Korea
- Analysis of sectoral measures and sanctions implementation -

Hyomin Pak”

North Korea's nuclear related activities have posed an imminent threat to international
peace and security. The UN Security Council has been taking a leading role in taking
collective measures in response to North Korea's nuclear tests and ballistic missile
launches. From its initial adoption of the Resolution 1718 on 9 August 20086, for almost
two decades, the UN sanctions on North Korea pursuant to existing ten(10) UN resolutions
have become broader and stronger.

This paper defines the concept of 'sanctions' as "UN Security Council's non—forcible
measures imposed against a country threatening or breaching the peace— not upon the
violator of international law as such to change its behavior, with an aim to restore
international peace and security, based on Article 41, Chapter VIl of the UN Charter." This
paper's main focus is on the UN sanctions against North Korea to impede the country's
advances in nuclear and ballistic missile weapons, which is deemed illicit under
international law.

This paper starts with explaining UN sanctions in general including their legal bases and
types. It further provides an in—depth analysis of existing United Nations sanctions against
North Korea based on sectoral approach. Compiling certain measures imposed by a
number of Security Council Resolutions, this paper contributes to give exact and
comprehensive pictures of the current North Korea sanctions regime.

Finally, this paper reviews how much the North Korea sanctions regime under the UN
has been developed and assesses some problems and limitations of existing resolutions'
languages. It then casts doubt on whether current North Korea sanctions regime could
be categorized as actual 'targeted sanctions' and considered ‘'well-implemented within
a country's jurisdiction.' This paper concludes with recommendations to improve current
UN sanctions regimes and states' practices of implementations through devising
sanctions regimes more carefully and refraining from imposing unilateral sanctions.

Key Words: UN sanctions, UN Security Council, Sanctions on North Korea, Sanctions
implementation, Targeted Sanctions

*

Lawyer Ph.D. in Law Candidate at Seoul National University, and Ex-Deputy Director at the
Ministry of Trade, Industry and Energy and Presidential Committee on Northern Economic
Cooperation.

212 EXMAT XM575(2019)



